Broads Authority

Standards Committee

Draft minutes of the meeting held on 12 December 2007
Present:

Mr M Cook (in the Chair)

Mr D Ayre

Mr N Hancox

Mr A S Mallett

Mr S Revell

Ms R Varma

In Attendance:

Mr R Haworth – Head of Administration and Committee Services 

Mr R G Holman – Director of Corporate Services

Mr K R Hounsome – Solicitor and Monitoring Officer
1  
Appointment of Chairman

The Director of Corporate Services invited nominations for the position of Chairman for the forthcoming year.

It was proposed and duly seconded that Mr Cook be appointed as Chairman. 

There being no other nominations, it was 

RESOLVED

that Mr Cook be appointed as Chairman of the Standards Committee for the forthcoming year.

2 
Appointment of Vice Chairman

The Chairman invited nominations for the position of Vice Chairman for the forthcoming year.

It was proposed and duly seconded that Mr Hancox be appointed as Vice Chairman for the forthcoming year.

There being no other nominations, it was 

RESOLVED

that Mr Hancox be appointed as Vice Chairman of the Standards Committee for the forthcoming year.

3
Urgent Item: Resignation of Member of Authority
The Chairman agreed that the recent resignation of Dr Stapleton as a member of the Authority should be considered as an urgent item.

The Committee discussed the background and circumstances surrounding the resignation of Dr Stapleton.  The fact that the Authority would be reviewing its Communication Strategy and the advice within that document about the use of email was noted.
Having considered the matter in some detail and in view of the fact that Dr Stapleton had apologised for his comment and subsequently resigned from the Authority, the Committee concluded that there was no need to consider any further action.

4
Minutes


The minutes of the meeting held on 8 August 2007 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  

5
Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.
6
Annual Assembly of the Standards Board for England

The Committee considered a report by Mr Hancox who had attended the Annual Standards Board Conference on behalf of the Authority. The report outlined some of the issues which were discussed and in particular the proposed new arrangements for investigating complaints which will be passed down from the Standards Board to the local level.

Mr Revell reported that he may be attending the Conference next year on behalf of the Police Authority and would be happy to also represent the Standards Committee.  He would clarify the situation in due course.


RESOLVED


to thank Mr Hancox for attending the conference and to note the report.

7
Code of Conduct Training and Registration Requirements

The Committee considered a report by the Solicitor and Monitoring Officer which provided an update on the current position with regard to Code of Conduct training for members.

The Solicitor and Monitoring Officer reported that additional code of conduct training sessions had been provided and another one would be taking place in advance of the Navigation Committee on 13 December. After that he would be contacting any members who had yet to attend a session to agree a time when they could receive the training. This was likely to be only one or two. He confirmed that all members of the Planning Committee had received the planning Code of Conduct training.


The Solicitor and Monitoring Officer reported that completed Register of Interests forms and Written Undertaking forms had been returned by all members. These were reviewed by members of the Committee.


The Head of Administration and Committee Services reported that the intention was for the interests form to be typed so that they could be forwarded in future in an electronic format.


RESOLVED


to note the current situation with regard to code of conduct training and registration requirements. 
8
Members Code of Conduct: Confidential Information
The Committee considered a report by the Solicitor and Monitoring Officer which recommended a short protocol for dealing with a situation where a member may wish to release information which is believed to be confidential. In particular the Committee considered the suggested protocol set out in paragraph 4 of the report and discussed the circumstances where such a situation may arise. 
RESOLVED

to recommend to the Authority the adoption of the protocol set out in paragraph 4.2 of the report subject to some minor changes to reflect members’ comments. 

9
Local Government and Involvement in Public Health Act 2007

The Committee considered a report by the Solicitor and Monitoring Officer  which summarised the provisions in the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act as it relates to the work of Standards Committees.

The main effect of the legislation would be to provide for complaints about member behaviour to be made to the relevant Standards Committee rather than the national Standards Board.  It also provided for regulations to be made which would allow Standards Committees to enter into arrangements with one another for the discharge of their statutory functions.

Given the size of the Authority’s Standards Committee and the three fold process that a complaint would have to go through, it appeared that the only way of meeting its responsibilities would be through establishing joint arrangements.  A suggested alternative option, if this were possible, would be co-option from another local standards committee.

The Solicitor and Monitoring Officer reported that he would be attending a meeting of the Norfolk Monitoring Officers group later in the week and he would make enquiries with respect both to joint arrangements and co-option.  He would then report back to the next meeting in February.

RESOLVED


to note the report and to await further clarification on the details set out above before making a decision on the suggested course to recommend to the Authority.

10
Date of Next Meeting


The Head of Administration and Committee Services reported that the next meeting of the Committee was scheduled for Wednesday 6 February at 2.00pm in the Committee Room at Colegate. 
The meeting concluded at 4.00 pm

Chairman
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